
How to fill the SPC Observer Tagging Form

Pacific Tuna Tagging Program 



WHEN

HOW

WHERE

SIZE



2 types of forms

Tag Recovery Forms

Single tag recovery form Multiple tag recovery form
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Single tag recovery form



P-48854 17    06   11

BET X

122

X

X

X

30 X

Sections  1 and 2 

X

X

X

UF

17    06   --



Section  3 – Catch Information 

2 options: 

A-Exact
position and time

B-Estimated
position and time



Section  3 – Catch Information 

A-Exact position and time
1 set details

Page 8 in manual

Dash ‘estimated’ fields

x 11 08    26

x
03     56    450    N

158     25    300     E



Section  3 – Fish Catch Information 

- Found after fishing time or during unloading
- Not sure from which set the tagged fish was caught

B-Estimated
position and time

Dash ‘estimated’ fields

21    07    01 21    07    15

04      00  100    N

01      20  500    N

179     59   900     E

176     10   200     E

x

x



Navigation reminder



 The Estimated date: 
The well is composed of 6 sets 

OR

The fishing vessel only deployed 6 successful sets during his trip :

Set 1 21/07/01
Set 3 21/07/04
Set 7 21/07/07
Set 9 21/07/10
Set 11 21/07/12
Set 14 21/07/15

21    07    01 21    07    15



 If all Latitudes in North or South 
MAX° N
MIN° N

Catch from 6 successful sets:

Set 1 21/07/01 position: 01°20.500 N
Set 3 21/07/ 04 position: 04°00.100 N
Set 7 21/07/07 position: 02°00.200 N
Set 9 21/07/10 position: 02°50.600 N
Set 11 21/07/12 position: 03°20.400 N
Set 14 21/07/15 position: 02°40.400 N

21    07    01 21    07    15

04      00  100    N

01      20  500    N

x

x



 If Latitudes in 2 hemispheres:

North and South

MAX 
N

S

MAXCatch from 6 successful sets:

Set 1 21/07/01 position: 01°20.500 N
Set 3 21/07/ 04 position: 04°00.100 N
Set 7 21/07/07 position: 02°00.200 N
Set 9 21/07/10 position: 02°50.600 S
Set 11 21/07/12 position: 03°20.400 S
Set 14 21/07/15 position: 02°40.400 S

21    07    01 21    07    15

04      00  100    N

03      20  400    S

x

x



 If Longitude in 1 hemispheres

MIN° E
and 
MAX° E  

W or E

Catch from 6 sets:

Set 1 21/07/01 position: 176°10.200 E
Set 3 21/07/ 04 position: 179°58.900 E
Set 7 21/07/07 position: 177°30.000 E
Set 9 21/07/10 position: 178°30.150 E
Set 11 21/07/12 position: 179°50.750 E
Set 14 21/07/15 position: 179°59.900 E

21    07    01 21    07    15

179     59   900     E

176     10   200     E

x

x



 If sets in 2 hemispheres:

East,West

Catch from 6 successful sets:

Set 1 21/07/01 position: 176°10.200 E
Set 3 21/07/ 04 position: 179°58.900 E
Set 7 21/07/07 position: 177°30.000 E
Set 9 21/07/10 position: 178°30.150 W
Set 11 21/07/12 position: 179°50.750 W
Set 14 21/07/15 position: 179°59.900 W

21    07    01 21    07    15

178     30   150 W

176     10   200     E

MIN°
E 

MIN°
W

x

x



Set 1 21/07/01 position: 01°20.500 N
Set 3 21/07/ 04 position: 04°00.100 N
Set 7 21/07/07 position: 02°00.200 N
Set 9 21/07/10 position: 02°50.600 S
Set 11 21/07/12 position: 03°20.400 S
Set 14 21/07/15 position: 02°40.400 S

176°10.200 E
179°58.900 E
177°30.000 E
178°30.150 W
179°50.750 W
179°59.900 W

21    07    01 21    07    15

178     30   150 W

176     10   200     E

x

x

The minimum and maximum latitudes and longitudes 
don’t have to be from the same set ! 

04      00  100    N

03      20  400    S



 If sets in 2 hemispheres

N and E  / S and E 

N and W / N and E

 If sets in 3 hemispheres:

N,S,E  /  N,S,W

 If sets in 4 hemispheres

N, S, W, E

MIN° and MAX°
N 

MIN° and MAX°
E 

MAX
N 

MIN°
E

S

MAX

MIN°
W

MAX°
N

W

S

MAX°

MIN °and MAX°

Lowest number in East degree value 
Lowest number in West degree value

Highest number in North degree value 
Highest number in  South degree value



 Describe a fishing area: 

• Name of the island - how many miles away from
the island is the area of catch

• An EEZ

Close to Palikir Pass- Pohnpei



Section   4 – Fishery Information 

Ocean Ace KR

X

X

•Full vessel name (incl. #s)
•Flag
•Fishing gear
•School type (for PS and PL)



Section 5 - Transhipment information

Galaxinia 888            PH

05     09  112     N

21 09      10Tai Xing            CN

156    00    120     W

21 09      08

Transhipment in port (pure seiner) 

Transhipment at sea (longliner) 

21 08   0921 08   06

Wewak

21 08 --



Section 6 -7 :Finder information and comments

Madang, NFA

PNG

Jacinta Jacob (OBS)

Jacinta Jacob 

Alvin Kimani General Santos, PH

PNG Ocean Ace (PGOB)

X

Jacinta Jacob (OBS)

X

General Santos



Found same day

The same set(s)

The same well during transfer or 
unloading 

8 tagged fish 

with weight and length details

Multiple tag recovery form



The back form 

Same sections as the 
single tag recovery 
form



Thank you very much for your collaboration !

Every returned tag counts !


